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good, but there is generally a heavy swell from seaward,
especially if the wind remains long at east. However, the
only times of danger are during a hurricane, which happens
once in eight or ten years, and when it blows hard for
any length of time from about E.N.E., i.e., dead on shore.
Many vessels and lives have been lost in these short
easterly gales, which seldom last more than twelve hours and
do not affect the barometer at all, whereas that instru-
ment always gives timely notice of a "hurricane. On the
22nd June the Committee submitted their Eeport, censuring
certain officers of the Marine Department for supine and
careless conduct on the occasion, pronouncing the appli-
ances for saving life and property to be lamentably deficient,
and suggesting certain recommendations to be embodied
in a Code of Rules for observance in future cases. Lord
Hobart's Minute,* following this Note, shows the business-
like method in which he treated the subject; but his
interest in the matter did not stop here. Owing entirely to
his exertions, sanction was at length obtained for the con-
struction of the Madras Harbour, according to the scheme
of Mr. Parkes, who designed the harbour at Kurrachee.
So numerous were the various objections advanced by
financiers, Chambers of Commerce, engineers, and other
authorities, that he often despaired of success. The final
despatch of the Secretary of State, the Marquis of Salisbury,
approving Mr. Parkes's plan, and directing the Government
of India to advance the sum estimated by the Government
of Madras, who were to provide for the levy of dues sufficient
to yield four per cent, on the amount, is dated llth March,
1875. A copy of it was unofficially furnished to Lord
Hobart, and gratefully acknowledgedf by him; but the Keso-

* It is thought unnecessary to give the whole of it; the para-
graphs commenting on the responsible ofl&cers are therefore omitted.

f Lord Hobart to the Marquis of Salisbury, dated 27th March, 1875:
" Your decision in favour of a harbour for Madras has given me very